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SEASON IN REVIEW 


There was plenty of firepower on the softball diamond at 
Salisbury State University again in 1996. After emerging as one 
of the nation’s top hitting clubs in 1995 with a .335 team batting 
average, many thought the Gulls would be hard pressed to du- 
plicate that feat in 1996. Salisbury had averaged 7.7 runs per 
game while compiling a school-record 25 wins in '95. Could 
Coach Deanna Parks’ team match those numbers in back-to- 
back seasons? 

Not to worry. Salisbury once again demonstrated an ability to 
“hit with the best,” and finished with a scoring average of 7.9 
runs/game, tops in the Capital Athletic Conference for a second 
straight year. The Sea Gulls bettered their '95 batting average 
by a whopping 31 points, finishing the '96 campaign with a team 
average of .366, Nine players closed the season with individual 
averages over .300, including two players over .400. 

With a 10-4 start over the first three weeks of the season, 
Salisbury found a home in the National Softball Coaches Asso- 
ciation weekly top 25 poll early in the '96 season and main- 
tained its presence in the poll throughout the year. SSU, which 
finished with a 23-12 record and recorded its second straight 
20-win campaign, peaked as high as number 19 at one point in 
April. 

The Gulls also maintained their position among the top teams 
in the region for most of the season. Despite finishing fifth in the 
Atlantic Region's final ranking, Salisbury failed to receive a bid 
to the 24-team NCAA Championship Tournament. There were, 
however, plenty of other team and individual highlights during 
the season: 

* Six Sea Gulls earned all-region honors, including freshman 
2B Megan Hopper as a member of the first team and catcher 
Becky Keller and 3B Jen Dodson on the second team. 

* Nine players were named to the all-conference teams. SSU 
placed a conference-best seven players on the first team. 

* Keller enjoyed one of the best individual hitting seasons in 
school history. She led the Sea Gulls in hits (51), average (.468), 
doubles (13), home runs (8), RBI (38) and total bases (94). 

* Dodson complemented Keller with a .452 batting average 
and added 12 extra-base hits and 30 RBI, despite missing six 
games due to injury in the closing weeks of the season. 

* SSU's team average of .366 was its highest ever. In addition 
to Keller and Dodson, seven other players finished the year over 
the .300 mark: OF Kristin Heath (,392), P Tracy Layfield (.386), 
DP Jessica Hopson (.375), Hopper (.374), OF Amanda 
ela (.367), SS Kara Burman (.349) and 1B Myra Parks 

.336). 

+ Junior pitcher Layfield once again proved to be the reliable 
ace of the staff by compiling a 16-9 record. She led the confer- 
ence in victories while also hurling four shutouts. 

* Hopper led the conference and finished among the national 
leaders in stolen bases by succeeding on 24 of 25 attempts. 

Coming off 48 wins in the last two seasons, the good news for 
Coach Parks is that next year’s team returns every member 
from this year's squad. The Gulls will likely be the preseason 
favorite to reclaim the conference championship they won in 
1995 while also challenging to remain among the top teams in 
the nation. 


COACHING STAFF 


Deanna Parks 
Head Coach 


A former NCAA Division | standout at Kent 
State University, Deanna Parks completed 
her third season as head coach of the Sea 
Gull softball program in 1996. Coming off a 
school-record 25 wins in 1995, she led 
Salisbury to its second straight winning season, finishing 23- 
12. In addition, Parks, who has a 60-43 career record, guided 
the Gulls to a perfect 8-0 mark in the Capital Athletic Confer- 
ence. Salisbury also emerged as a consistent member of 
the national top-25 ranking in 1996, peaking as high as num- 
ber 19. 

Parks, who was named conference Coach of the Year in 
1995 as SSU won the Capital Athletic Conference champi- 
onship, joined the Sea Gulls in 1993 after serving as the 
assistant softball coach at Penn State University for one year. 
Prior to that, she was the assistant softball coach at her alma 
mater from 1988-91. Kent's 1990 squad advanced to the 
College World Series and finished seventh in the nation. 

Parks, a native of Bethel Park, PA, is a 1988 graduate of 
Kent State, where she lettered in both softball and volley- 
ball. She set or tied 15 KSU softball records during her ca- 
reer and earned first-team all-Mid American Conference 
honors as a senior. In recognition of her outstanding accom- 
plishments, Parks was inducted into the Kent Athletics Hall 
of Fame in 1996. 

She still owns the KSU career records for home runs (11) 
and walks (79), and ranks among the all-time leaders in RBI, 
total bases, doubles, iriples and hits. Parks also earned all- 
Mideast Region first-team status in 1987 and all-Mid Ameri- 
can Conference all-academic team recognition in 1988. 

The versatile Parks fills several other roles at SSU in addi- 
tion to her job as head softball coach. She serves as head 
coach of the volleyball program, and teaches classes in the 
Physical Education Department. Parks is a member of the 
National Softball Coaches Association as well as the Ameri- 
can Volleyball Coaches Association. 
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1996 Coaching Staff (L-R): Assistant Saundra Miller, Head 
Coach Deanna Parks, Assistant Vicki DiVittorio 


CoIKHaAwns 


Name 

Megan Hopper 
Jen Burtchette 
Lindsey McNaney 
Jill Livezey 
Amanda Kopchinski 
Kara Burman 

Jen Bowman 
Jessica Hopson 
Jen Frazer 
Courtney Urban 
Tracy Layfield 
Kim Sample 
Kristin Heath 

Lori Carrion 
Becky Keller 

Jen Dodson 

Myra Parks 


1996 SEA GULL ROSTER 


Hometown 
Millsboro, DE 
Port Tobacco, MD 
Hagerstown, MD 
Salisbury, MD 
Severn, MD 
Woodbury Hgts, NJ 
Greensboro, MD 
Salisbury, MD 
Sewell, NJ 
Salisbury, MD 
Pittsville, MD 
Earleville, MD 
Salisbury, MD 
Earleville, MD 
Salisbury, MD 
Hebron, MD 
Bethel Park, PA 


High School 
Sussex Central 
McDonough 
North Hagerstown 
Parkside 

Old Mill 
Gateway 

North Caroline 
Parkside 
Washington Twp. 
Parkside 
Parkside 
Bohemia Manor 
Parkside 
Bohemia Manor 
Parkside 
Mardela 

Bethel Park 


CAPITAL ATHLETIC CONFERENCE 


Salisbury State University became the eighth member of 
the Capital Athletic Conference on June 10, 1993, accept- 
ing the CAC's invitation for membership. SSU joined exist- 
ing members Catholic, Gallaudet, Goucher, Mary Wash- 
ington, Marymount, St. Mary's and York. The Sea Gulls 
made their first season of eligibility in 1995 one to remem- 
ber by winning the CAC's championship tournament. SSU 
followed that accomplishment with an 8-0 record during 
the 1996 conference season. The Gulls failed in the de- 
fense of their tournament title however by falling victim toa 
semifinal round upset in the postseason tournament. 


1996 POSTSEASON AWARDS 


1996 All-Atlantic Region 

2B Megan Hopper 
Cc Becky Keller 

3B Jen Dodson 


First team 
Second team 
Second team 


ss Kara Burman Third team 
OF Kristin Heath Third team 
UT Jessica Hopson Third team 
1996 All-Capital Athletic Conference 

2 Tracy Layfield First team 
1B Myra Parks First team 
2B Megan Hopper First team 
3B Jen Dodson First team 
OF Kristin Heath First team 
OF Amanda Kopchinski First team 
DP Jessica Hopson First team 

Cc Becky Keller Second team 
Ss Kara Burman Second team 


SSU Celebration: The Sea Gulls welcome home Becky Keller 
Hollowing one of her conference-leading eight home runs in 


SEA GULL HONOR ROLL 


MVPS 
1980 Robin Tyler 
1981 Sissy Natoli 
1982 Carolyn Huston 
Pam Gonce 
1983 Cindy Zile 
1984 Donna Headlee 
1985 Terri Timmons 
1986 Dawn Taylor 
1987 Jodi Yingling 
1988 Tina DeJaco 
Jodi Yingling 
1989 Terri Sharpless 
1990 Kristy Keil 
1991 SaundraMiller 
Sharrey Hammond 
1992 Dianne Racine 
1993 Sandy Lawless 
1994 Dianne Racine 
1995 Lauren Spears 
1996 Kara Burman 


Most Improved 

1987 Laura Fisher 
1988 Diane Bickford 
1989 Kristy Keil 

1990 Saundra Miller 
1991 Yvette Hess 
1992 Heather Mcintosh 


1993 Laura Heath 
1994 Michelle Brosius 
1995 Kristin Heath 
1996 Lori Carrion 


Coaches Award 


(recognizing academic excellence) 


1987 Kristy Keil 

1988 Debbie Scott 
1989 Karen Sipple 
1990 Jane Cleveland 
1991 Saundra Miller 
1992 Sandy Lawless 
1993 SonjaAkérs 
1994 Melissa Manz 
1995 Heather Mcintosh 
1996 Jen Dodson 


Morrison Award 

(for dedication to the game) 

1989 Terri Sharpless 
Karen Sipple 

1990 Kristy Keil 

1991 Amy Geppi 

1992 Monica Diggs 

1993 (not awarded) 

1994 Heather Mcintosh 

1995 Deana Shaner 

1996 Myra Parks 


QUICK FACTS 


Location 
Founded .. 
Enrollmen 
President 


Affiliation... 
Conferenci 
Home Field. 
Surface... 


Director of Athletics 
Athletics Dept. Phone 
Athletics Dept. Fax .... 

Sports Information Director 
Sports Info. Phone.. 
Sports Info. Fax .. 

Head Coach ... 
Alma Mater . 
Record at School 
Career Record 
Coach's Phone 

1996 Record 


Maroon & Gold 
.. Sea Gulls 
Division Ill 
pital Athletic (CAC) 
.. Sea Gull Field 

.. All-dirt (infield) 
Grass (outfield) 

.. Dr. Michael Vienna 
(410) 548-3503 
(410) 546-2639 
Paul Ohanian 
(410) 543-6016 
(410) 543-6068 
.. Deanna Parks 
Kent State ('88) 
.. 60-43, 3 years 
sees (Same) 


